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Abstract

This article examines the four transitions of sexuality in Thai society: (1) changes in the pattern of Thai men’s
first sex; (2) changes among sexual minorities in relation to sexual diversities; (3) changes in the sex industry; and
(4) changes in sex education. Nonetheless, there is one aspect of sexuality that has never changed during the last
50 years: ‘the control of women sexuality’ under the strong grip of Thai sexual culture. Two concrete examples are
sexual violence against women and abortion rights. It is assumed that the sexuality transitions have been the result
in three social and political events. Chronologically these are: (1) political freedom leading to sexuality freedom after
the 1974 student uprising; (2) the AIDS pandemic and an increasing role of civil society in public policy (after 1987);
and (3) the growth of information technology and cyberspace (from 1997 onwards). Each event has influenced
changes in individual sexuality, rights, and freedom.
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