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Towards Managing Stateless People in Thailand’s Context
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Abstract

This paper examines the management approach of the Thai state towards stateless and nationalityless
people from past to present. First, the changes in meaning of stateless and nationalityless in the Thai context are
elaborated. In the modern Thai state, they are mostly ethnic minorities who were born in Thailand or who have been
living in Thailand for a long time. According to the Nationality Law, they are considered non-Thais or those without
Thai nationality, and having entered Thai territory illegally. Second, the paper discusses a procedure for formalizing
minorities from being illegal migrants to being permanent residents and then to being Thai nationals. Third, the
actual situations of stateless and nationalityless people encountering discrimination and abusive practices from past
to present are examined, including eight dimensions of policies and practices related to basic human rights :
(1) becoming internal displaced people because of forced relocation; (2) access to land use; (3) denial of birth
registration; (4) access to health care services; (5) work restrictions and labour protection; (6) access to justice;
(7) movement restrictions; and (8) access to education. Finally, a step forward towards managing stateless people
from 2005 under the Thai State’s ‘Strategy on Managing People with Personal Legal Status Problems and Rights’
are discussed. The strategy is progressive for advocating social reform under a new paradigm of national security
management, emphasizing a balance between human security and national security.
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