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Social Justice in Thai Society:
Looking Beyond ‘Marginalised’ People
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Abstract

This article discusses social justice and faimess in relation to marginalised people in Thailand. Thai society
lacks application of the concept of social justice as inequality between different social classes of people is accepted
as the foundation of socio-cultural relationships. Regarding “fairness” in Thai society: (1) “fairess” is morally-
determined as the cause and effect rule of Karma that prescribes not only how humans are born unequal but also
that such individuals are responsible for their own Karma which explains how they experience different levels of
happiness and suffering; (2) “fairmess” is distributed through the patron and client relationship; (3) “fairness” is
dispensed under the discretion of those with high social status and power. Attempts to establish social justice in
Thai society with modern discourse such as human rights, respect of human dignity and redistributive justice still has
a long way to go because the belief in human equality and fair distribution of social advantages goes against the
prevailing view of marginalised people as ‘others’, different or unequal.

Keywords: fairness, social justice, marginalised people, karma, distributive justice
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