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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to examine homeworkers in terms of: 1) their characteristics as marginal
people from academic or the other perspectives and self-identification; 2) the process of marginalisation; and
3) the government’s role in increasing social justice. The survey of homeworkers in 2007 by the National Statistical
Office, and focus group discussions among two groups of homeworkers (workers sewing pants and cleaning
green Chinese chives) carried out in March 2012, are utilized for analysis. The findings of this research show that
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homeworkers are marginal workers in several ways when compared with workers in the formal sectors based
on others’ definitions but they are not marginalised if self - definition is taken into account mainly due to several
advantages provided by their work to their families. The marginalisation of homeworkers links the macro and local
economy as at the local level, social networking plays a major role in exploiting homeworkers, which mainly results
from poverty. Homeworkers need to leave school even before compulsory education ends to find jobs. Homework
should however, it is argued, be promoted since the family is one of the most important institutions. Homeworkers
should be protected for human development. Only recently, the government has released policies concerning
equity including registration, a law of homeworker protection in 2010 and has expanded social security systems
to cover workers in the informal sectors in 2011.

Keywords: homeworkers, marginalised people, social justice, family relation, social networking.
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