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Education for All: Do Migrant Children in Rubber
Plantation Have an Opportunity to Be Included?
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Abstract

This paper aims to apply the concept of marginalisation or otherness to explain such a phenomena within
the context of “Education for All” in Thailand. This study employs both quantitative and qualitative approaches.
Face to face interviews were conducted with 230 migrant children and their guardians living in rubber plantations.
Data at individual and household levels were collected. The in-depth - interviews of 7 key informants who work in
jobs related to education were also undertaken. Measurement of access to education was divided into 4 categories,
including: 1) no access to any educational system; 2) access to Thai formal education; 3) access to Myanmar formal
education; and 4) access to non - formal education (migrant learning centers). Otherness is measured in terms of place
of birth, nationality, ethnicity, registration status, duration of living in Thailand and ability to speak Thai. The research
found three patterns of otherness including: 1) cross - border to be others in a new society; 2) others from their own
hometown to be others in the new place; and 3) born in another place with otherness. These patterns of otherness
are related to access to education. There were 13.5 percent of respondents entering Thai formal education while
15.7 percent were not entering any educational system. There were also other factors related to access to education
of migrant children, namely using Thai language, education of guardian, household economic status, importance of
education and the practices of educational personnel.

Keywords: migrant children, Education for All, marginalisation, otherness
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Y 90 39.1
218 (10@e) 13.3
9-11 ¢ 63 27.4
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Pan: ﬁ”lmmmﬂ‘ffau“aimﬁmi “Rapid Assessment on Child Labour in the Rubber Industry in Thailand:
Data Collection in Phang Nga and Songkhla Provinces”
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