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Muslims in Thailand: Marginalised or Merely Different?
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Abstract

Conceptualisation of Muslims in Thailand are explored in this paper so as to examine whether this group are
a marginalised people and if so, how and why. Muslims in Thailand are discussed in general as a marginalised group,
particularly those living in the three southernmost provinces where unrest has been on-going for decades. It is
suggested that only an open-minded society that embraces otherness with equal dignity can turn this conflict to
peace. Additionally, this article explores diversity within the Muslim population in Thailand, including those of
higher socio-economic status. Diversity is a reflection that Muslims are not necessarily confined to the margins of
Thai society if opportunities are opened to them. This article raises the challenge to Muslims in particular and Thai
society in general to envision a society of diversity where people with different ways of life are perceived and
treated as merely different and not actually marginalised.

Keywords: Muslim in Thailand, Marginalised Muslims, Muslims in the 3 southernmost provinces
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