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Knowledge and Preventive Behavior on HIV/AIDS
among Migrant Workers : Baseline Survey of
Migrant Workers in Thailand 2010

Aphichat Chamratrithirong Wathinee Boonchalaksi Charamporn Holumyong

Chalermpol Chamchan and Kanya Apipornchaisakul

ABSTRACT

Presently, HIV/AIDS infection rate is still high among migrant workers
in Thailond. Prevention of HIV/AIDS among Migrant Workers in Thailand
Project or PHAMIT is, therefore, taken place continuously and infensively.
Fromn the Baseline Survey of the project (PHAMIT-2) in 2010, up-to-date
sifuations about the HIV/AIDS prevention among the migrant workers are
revealed. Target populations of this survey include migrant workers from
Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao PDR. In total, 3,405 migrant workers under
PHAMIT-2 were interviewed. The survey was conducted by the Institute for

Population and Social Research, Mahidol University.

The survey reveals that the comprehensive knowledge of HIV/AIDS
among migrants is still at an unsatisfactory level. Safe sexual practices and
access to condoms with causal and regular partners are still problematic.
This survey also reported about exposure to HIV/AIDS information and
knowledge, Voluntary Counseling and Testing of HIV/AIDS, and family
planning practices of the migrant workers. These findings are beneficial
especially fo the works of Non-Governmental Organizations in the PHAMIT-2
Networks covering all provinces of Thailand where migrant workers are

residing in.
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Gambling, Debt and Happiness

Varachai Thongthai and Rossarin Gray

ABSTRACT

The spreading of consumerism which promoted “more consumption,
more happiness” created wrong views on gambling and debt. Gambling
is promoted as a recreation and thus people can bet for luck. Accordingly,
gambling as a form of recreation causes happiness. In ferm of debft,
credit is also promoted as a symbol of modernization. People can now
seek happiness by consuming expected future income. Again, debt
acceptance leads to happiness. However, the original Thai view, which
was influenced by Buddhism, stated that gambling is a channel fo ruin
ones property and life. Lay people should seek happiness through freedom
from debt. Wil these views are sfil true? Two hypotheses were seft,
gamblers are less happy than non-gamblers, and persons who have debt

are less happy than persons who do not have debt.

The analysis applied binomial logistic regression on the data from
project entitled infegrated research on community participatory approach
for poverty eradication in western region, conducted by Mahidol University.
The first hypothesis was rejected but the second hypothesis was accepted.
Therefore, it cannot be said whether gambling cause suffering or not.

However, it can be concluded that freedom form debt creates happiness.
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RISK FACTORS FOR LOW BIRTHWEIGHT NEWBORNS
IN THAILAND

Nongluk Thongto

ABSTRACT

Low birthweight is a public health problem and a core hindrance of
population quality development because birthweight is a powerful predictor of
infant growth and survival. The purposes of this study are to assess the
incidence of low birthweight newborns in Thailond and to determine factors
influencing low birthweight newborns in the country, using data from “Reproductive
Health Survey Project 2009” conducted by National Statistical Office of Thailand.
The sample comprises of 1,029 women, aged 15 to 59 years whose last child
was under one year of age at the time of the interview and had birthweight

data, who administered the questionnaire by themselves.

The results show that during May 2008 and May 2009, the incidence of
low birthweight newborns in Thailand was 6.99 percent. Multiple binary logistic
regression analysis at 0.05 statistical significant level shows that all 14
independent variables under maternal factors and environmental factors explain
the varionce of low birthweight newborns by 10.76 percent (R2 = 0.1076). In
addition, stepwise multiple binary logistic regression analysis shows that the best
variable, maternal age, explains the varionce of low birthweight newborns by
2.83 percent, followed by gestational age at first antenatal care, region
and receiving second-hand smoke from family members which increases
explanation of the variance of low birthweight by 2.01, 2.30 and 1.00 percent,
respectively. The analysis shows that mothers aged 15 to 19 years and those
aged 35 to 59 years, respectively, having a risk of bearing low birthweight
newborns at 2.6012 and 1.3876 times of the mothers aged 20 to 34 years.
Mothers having their first antenatal care over 12 weeks have a risk at 1.7319
fimes of those having their first antenatal care before 12 weeks, mothers living
in Northeast region having a risk at 0.3955 fimes of those living in Central
region and in Bangkok, and mothers receiving second-hand smoke from
family members have a risk at 1.9752 times of those who did not receive

second-hand smoke from family members.
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Deaths outside Residential Area of Thais: Study from
Death Registration, 1996-2009

Patama Vapattanawong and Orapin Saplon

ABSTRACT

According to the registration law, every death must be registered
within 24 hours affer event occurred either inside or outside residence, and
either from natural or non-natural cause, by household head or anyone
who found that deceased. This article aimed to study the mortality of Thai
population, comparing between place of residence and place of death.

The study used individual records of death registration during 1996 to 2009.

The results of this study indicated that deaths outside residential area
were around 11-13% of total deaths. The variations of these deaths by sex,
age and region were also observed. The outside residential area deaths
of male were higher than of female among age 0-14 15-24 2549 50-74
years old. Conversely, females aged 75 years and above had higher
outside residential area mortality than males of the same age. Classifying
by region, Bangkok was the region where deaths outside residenfial area
were the highest while the lowest was found in the south. The outside
residential area mortality of both males and females had similar patterns
as the invert v-shaped. The peak of outside residential area mortality was
at age 15-24 years old where the most significant cause was from

external causes of death.
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