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Thailand’s Economic Prospect in Ageing Society:

Implications from Labor Productivity

Supachet Chansarn

ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the growth rate of labor productivity of Thailand
which was categorized info 16 sub-sectors during 2000-2009 in order to
analyze Thailond’s economic prospect under the diminishing proportion of
the population in the working-age group. The findings revealed that
Thailand’s average growth rate of labor productivity was 1.36 percent per
annum, implying a good economic prospect of Thailand. It is because
Thailand needs more than 0.43 percent increase in the growth rate of
labor productivity during 2010-2015, more than 0.62 percent during
2015-2025 and more than 0.53 percent during 2025-2030 to offset the
decreasing proportion of the population in the working-age group so that
Thailand can have the constant growth of real GDP per capita. However,
we found that the average growth rates of labor productivity of nine
sub-sectors were just close to or lower than the minimum growth rate
of labor productivity and the growth rates of labor productivity in every
sub-sector were very volatile. These problems may cause an adverse impact
on Thailand’s economic prospect in long-run, thus the government must

deal with them right away.
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Quality of Life of Older Persons in Kanchanaburi

Demographic Surveillance System

Rewadee Suwannoppakao and Rossarin Gray

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the quality of life of older persons in
Kanchanaburi Province. It was measured as the composite index and
quality of life components (family, health, economic security, and living
standard and environment). The other objective is to investigate the
relationship between population, economic and social characteristics and
the quality of life of older persons. This research utilized secondary data
from the Kanchanaburi Demographic Surveillance System, Round 3 (2002).
Mean and standard deviation were used to categorize the quality of life
infto good, moderate and low levels. The analysis reveals that, among 3,550
people aged 60 years and over, females outnumbered males. Most
were in early old age (60-69 years), unemployed, married, completed
elementary education and lived in rural areas. Considering the good level
of all components of quality of life, living standard and environment was
highest (156.2 percent), followed by family (14.4 percent), economic
security (6.6 percent) and health (4.5 percent) respectively. Considering
quality of life as a whole, the good level constituted 13.2 percent. The
multinomial logistic regression analyzed the relationship between each
component and quality of life by comparing the good level with the low
level. The results show that education and area of residence were
significantly related to quality of life in all components. The elderly with
higher education and who lived in urban/semi-urban areas had higher
chances to have better quality of life than those with lower education

and living in rural areaos.
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Improved survival among elderly in Thailand, 1960-2000

Sutthida Chuanwan and Pramote Prasartkul

ABSTRACT

Medical technology and public health services have been
dramatically developing during the past three decades. In addifion, the
degree of urbanization and well-being of population have become higher,
whereas fertility and mortality have been decreasing through fime. These
phenomena cause an ageing population. Due to the factors making
people live longer, it is essenfial fo investigate how different between the

survival ratios of elderly in old and later generatfion are.

Conducted by National Stafistical Office of Thailand decennially,
censuses since 1960 until 2000 are used in this study. To investigate the
survival rafio among the elderly in Thailand, the Census Survival Ratio

method as an indirect technique is employed.

It is found that elderly in the later generatfion (1990-2000) have
higher survival rates compared to the old generation (1960-1970).
Additionally, the survival ratios vary inversely by age that means the
younger, the higher ratios of survival. The survival ratios of females are
greater than the rates of males in every age group through fime, while
the increase rate of survival ratio among male are higher than that of
females in every age group. Finally, compared to the survival ratios in
other elderly age group, the ratio of elderly aged 80 and over, the
oldest old, increase greatest. Therefore, this can be concluded that people

live longer.
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Management of Laotian Migrant Workers
in the Next Decade

Chatri Moonstan Chuwit Mitrchob Santhat Sermsri and Sakul Changmai

ABSTRACT

This Ethnographic Futures Research (EFR) was aimed at eliciting
management scenarios of Laotian migrant workers in Thailand in the year 2020.
Twenty-five experts were purposively selected for EFR in-depth interviews during
November 2009 to June 2010. Research tools included EFR interview guidelines,
desirability scale and a grammar chart. The tools were verified by 5 experts
on content validity.

Under the optimistic scenario, formal recruitment and migrant employment
policy are likely to be continued. Formal recruitment procedures would be
improved through allowing for longer duration of work permits, improved
protection of labour rights, and benefits according to the Thai laws. Status
of the management office for migrant workers is likely be upgraded.
Decentralization, improved labour data base and research on migrant workers
will likely to be in place. However, under the pessimistic scenario, there will be
no progress in relafion to formal recruitment and migrant workers management,
Most of the workers will likely be undocumented, unprotected, and have no
access to public services and benefits. Law enforcement will be weak and
corruption will prevail.

Under the most probable scenario, Thailond would likely continue the
policy on formal recruitment and formal employment but with improved work
procedures. It is likely that a higher proportion of the Laotian migrant workers
will be documented. Concerned laws and regulations will likely to be adjusted
while effective and fransparent law enforcement will continue to be issue of
concern. There will be adjustment of the national committee overseeing migrant
workers. The stafus of the agency dealing with migrant workers might be
upgraded. Most probably, special economic zones will be set-up in Lao PDR.
[t is likely that there will be improvement in labour database system and
awareness building. Moreover, there would be improved cooperation in research
and skills development in the sub-region.
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AGING AND SEXUALITY: A STUDY IN THE RURAL AREAS
OF KANCHANABURI PROVINCE

PHONGSAK MUENSAKDA AND WATHINEE BOONCHALAKSI

ABSTRACT

Due to the fact that the elderly live longer nowadays than before,
the age for having sex has lengthened accordingly. Normally, sexual
activity in old age is an important sign of good health, but at the same
fime it is also criticized as inappropriate in the view of people in society.
Sex is generally considered as something only for the young in Thai culture.

Aging and sexuality research in Thailand is limited.

Objectives for this research are to study patterns of sexuality and
any opinions related to sexual needs among the elderly in rural areas.
Data collection was through a questionnaire given to 473 elderly aged 60
and over in 11 villages in 3 tambons or sub-districts in Kanchanaburi
province. Ten in-depth interviews were conducted to give additional

information. Descriptive stafistic was used as a tool for studying.

The research showed that of 318 married inferviewees, one third were
still having sex. More of the male elderly than females were still sexuality
active and those men were having sex more frequently than the elderly
females who were still having sex. But as age increased, frequency of
sexual activity decreased. On average, the rural elderly had sex twice a
month. Opinion on having sex and sexual needs, in terms of problems
related to sex activities most elderly believed that they had no problem.
But among those who were faced with sexual problems, the male elderly

had many more problems than females.

Research recommendations are 1) concerned government agencies
should provide counseling centers for the elderly who still have sex and
2) campaigns for widespread acceptance that sexuality in the elderly is
normal should be provided for family members, caretakers and the

elderly in general.
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