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SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION OF CROSS—-BORDER POPULATION FROM MYANMAR,
CAMBODIA, AND LAO PDR IN THAILAND 2015: ESTIMATION FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES

Patama Vapattanawong1, Aphichat ChamratrithirongQ, Sureeporn Punpuing1,

Orratai F{hucharoenpompanich3 and Kanya Apipornchaisakul4

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to estimate the size and distribution of cross-border
population from Myanmar, Cambodia, and Lao PDR residing in Thailand as of December
31, 2015. Data used for the estimation are from three sources: 1) Population and Housing
Census of Thailand 2010 conducted by the National Statistical Office; 2) Data on monthly
registration of foreign workers conducted by the Office of Foreign Workers Administration
(OFWA) of the Department of Employment, Ministry of Labor; and 3) Data from the
registration of cross-border migrant workers by the One-stop Service Center (OSS). In
addition, information from document review, brainstorming among experts, and field
observation are included.

The estimation method is divided into the estimate of the number of cross-border
migrant workers and the estimate of the number of cross-border non-workers, under various
assumptions. Then these estimations are combined. This study found that, as of December
2015, it is estimated that there were 4.55 million cross-border migrants from Myanmar,
Cambodia and Lao PDR residing in Thailand. Among them, 3.52 million were migrant
workers and 1.03 million were not workers. Based on the estimate, the top fifteen provinces
by size of cross-border population are Bangkok, Samut Sakorn, Chonburi, Surat Thani,
Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan, Nonthaburi, Rayong, Songkhla, Ranong, Chiang Mai, Tak,
Chumporn, Ratchaburi, and Prachaub Khirikhan, which together account for 77% of the
total migrant population resident in Thailand as of December, 2015.

KEY WORDS: cross-border, population, migrant workers, size of cross-border
population, distribution of corss-border population
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