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TEENS PREGNANT : SOCIAL IMPACT FROM THE INTRA-GENERATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
Burathep Chokthananukulw, Kamolchanok Kamsuwan1

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research article is to study the attitudes about sex and sexual
behavior among women in different generations who were teen mothers. The focus is on
attitudes in the socio-cultural context and traditions of Thailand. Data were collected by in-
depth interviews and focus group discussions from 60 women whose first child was born
when she was under 20 years old, and, at the time of data collection were in one of the following
four age cohorts: 1) Under 20 years old; 2) 20-39 years old; 3) 40-59 years old; and 4) 60 -
79 years old. The respondents were living in Bangkok or its suburbs at the time of the data
collection.

The result of the study found that teenage mothers in each age group have different
attitudes and beliefs about sex, sexual behavior and teen pregnancy. Their personal
experience as a teen mother, parenting, economic status, and social environment influenced
their opinion about the challenges which a teen mother faces. Each cohort experienced a
different pattern and level of conflict between Thai traditions, peer sexual norms, the
advertising and media environment, and the progressive liberalization of Thai society toward
teen sex and pregnancy.

Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that there be more education
and training for family members in how to communicate constructively about sex between
generations. More open communication and understanding will help provide a type of social
immunity for the younger generation and offer more realistic discussion of options and
consequences. The new generation of youth need to have a comprehensive understanding
of sex and how to prevent or manage the adverse consequences of teen sex. The current or
potential male partner of a teen pregnancy needs to be an equal part of the education and
communication process, and be ready to take full responsibility for adverse consequences
of unsafe teen sex. This will reduce conflict within both families, and increase the chances of
creating responsible teen parents and completion of their education at the optimal level.

KEY WORDS: pregnant teenagers, teenage mothers with differences cohort

' Researcher, Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University
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